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OVERVIEW

PDA MENU  

WEB DATABASE

HELP & SUPPORT
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THE FUTURE ?
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The purpose of this system is to provide an electro nic management system for ship 
inspections.

A comprehensive database of inspections and all sup porting data 
 vessels, ports, 
agents, owners, flag states and ports of registrati on 
 to be securely web-accessible by 
authorised users only, with search and report utili ties, providing $standard %and ad-hoc 
options.

Data can be input manually or imported from recogni sed external systems, including 
but not limited to the PDA data collection systems.

This hand held device allows the input of ship insp ection details in real time, including 
but not limited to Ship Sanitation, Routine, Boardi ng and Revisit Inspections with 
mandatory input of the minimum data required for su ch certificates to be issued. The 
device will contain local Ship Inspections and comp lete supporting data. The exchange 
of all new inspections and additional supporting da ta an be carried out upon connection 
to the SIMS central web based database server.

The system enables users  to print certificates and  reports via Bluetooth on board the 
inspected vessel.

All the above to use recognised IT best practice an d protocols with maximum data 
sharing enabled to prevent duplication of input and  data standardisation via pick-list 
entry.

Contents

�*+��	�
���
�
As soon as you start the system by tapping on the p rogram icon, the Main Menu
shows as displayed here. Using your stylus, you sim ply
$Tap%an option to select it.

The majority of your work will be entering inspecti ons hence
the INSPECTIONS button is enlarged at the top of th e 
screen.

Ships, Agents, Owners, Ports and Flag-states will a utomatically 
be  uploaded to the PDA when you connect to the SIM S 
database server using the button at the bottom of t he screen
labeled CONNECT TO SERVER.  Furthermore, program
updates will be installed automatically.

However, you can enter Ships, Agents, Owners, Ports ,
Flag-States etc. of your own using the relevant but tons on 
the menu (more details later in this manual).

The numbers on the buttons represent the no. of rec ords
in the relevant database i.e. Ships (1089).
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When you enter an Inspection there are options for Areas of a Ship/Food 
Samples/Standard Questions & Phrases. 

On the Main menu, you can tap on these options to v iew
a list of them and you can search/sort/view details  etc.

The 4 screens are identical apart from the type of data
that is displayed. Using these screens you can sear ch
for virtually any type of data you need.
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From the main menu, you can tap on the following da tabases to enter /edit data for:

1. Ships
2. Owners
3. Agents
4. Ports
5. Registered Ports
6. Flag States

The method of entry of the data is identical for ea ch screen (see other slides for 

NEW/EDIT/SAVE/CANCELSEARCH/SORT options etc.)

On the following page you will see screen shots for  these screens.
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These are the 2 Ships screens.

You can enter the IMO, Vessel
name and other information
as shown.

In addition you have the HELP 
button to display further
information.
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There are 6 screens to enter data 
for ports. You shouldn’t have to
enter Ports as they are downloaded
from the web database 
automatically. In case you
need to enter one not on the
system, enter it here.

1. Main Details
2. Emails
3. Address
4. Contact Details
5. Inspection/LOCODE/Extensions
6. Other Information
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Similar to the other databases, here you have a lis ting of Agents and 2 screens of
input: main details and address screen.
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Similar to the other databases, here you have a lis ting of Owners and 2 screens of
input: main details and address screen.
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Flag-States are normally downloaded from the Web si te automatically but you can
enter new ones yourself here. 
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Normally Registered Ports are downloaded automatica lly to the PDA from the web site
but  you can enter new ones here.
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When you tap on the INSPECTIONS button on the Main Menu, you see this screen
which lists each Inspection on the system. In this example 
just 1 inspection shows.

To understand what the buttons at the bottom are fo r,
(i.e. SEARCH NEW EDIT DELETE SORT HELP etc.)
click on the button for more info.

Each field or column can be resized by dragging the  column
title right or left.

The 2nd line from the bottom advises the no. of records in the
database and the no. you have searched for (see sea rch
later) and whether the data is in ascending or desc ending
order.

Tapping the top right corner X will exit the screen .
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Tapping on NEW will start a new 
inspection. As soon as you enter an 
IMO number into the screen, certain 
data is completed for you such as the 
inspection start time and the ship 
information.

Entering data is done by the stylus 
and keyboard (which can be moved)
and drop down menus of tick-boxes 
so you should be able to get up to 
speed in a short time. 

There are certain mandatory fields 
that must be completed before you 
can save and the system displays 
these (see 2 nd screen shot).

You can delete a wrong inspection but 
only if it has not been submitted to the 
central web database.
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When you tap on NEW on the list of inspections, you  get the data entry screen for
Inspections as shown here.
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You see the various $tabs %just 
above the bottom line. You 
can scroll with the arrows 
shown, right and left. Tapping 
on a $tab%shows another 
screen of the inspection.

There is a $special %command 
called GOTO then JUMP 
which shows the screen to 
the far right. Tapping on these 
options takes you to the right 
tab/screen.

We will show you all the 
screens on the next few 
pages.
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More inspection screens: Inspection Type (multi-cho ice), Other details and Animals.
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More inspection screens- 2 menu screens of AREAS. Wh en you choose an area you are 
taken to  the 3 rd screen. As you can see for the FOOD GALLEY there ar e 16 available 
questions, shown in green. This last screen is the same for every area, only differing by 
the area/location you specify.
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Some of the AREA menu’s have further sub-menus with  additional options:

FOOD                                         QUARTERS                                MEDICAL

When you click on any of these options you are taken  to the input 
screen. Click anywhere in this area to go to that pa ge
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Some of the AREA menu’s have further sub-menus with  additional options:

WASTE                           SWIMMING POOLS/SPA’ s                       WATER

When you click on any of these options you are taken  to the input 
screen. Click anywhere in this area to go to that pa ge
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Question and Phrases screens. Tapping on the ‘O’ of the phrases screen brings up more 
options. Where you see ##1## this enables the user to enter free text to customise the 
phrase.

�������
�	������
��
��������������
���������������� �
 ��	�������

Contents



4�./"����3
�������
�'6�� �6(
The first screen is the Food Samples section, the s econd screen is displayed when you 
save the inspection. This offers you the option to print the certificates. You can print the 
certificates any time after you have saved from the  print menu shown in screen 3.
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Certificates are printed with the full detail requi red, ready for the Inspectors signature. 
On the left, the Ship Inspection Report, on the rig ht the web version of the SSCEC 
certificate. All printed certificates are available  on the web for displaying/printing by 
other authorised users.
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When you tap on the SEARCH button on any database s creen, you are presented with
this  search screen. It is identical for every
database screen, other than the column names.

This one was taken from the Inspection screen.

At the top of the screen, you have a drop down opti on for the
columns for the database you are searching. Simply tap
on the column you need (you can’t see the list of c olumns
until you tap on the down arrow shown to the right) .

Next, type in the first few characters you are look ing for, i.e.
ABC will find all records starting with ABC.

If the column you are searching for is a date or a tick-box,
the relevant date/tick-box on this screen will be e nabled. 
As the example is text, then the textbox is highlig hted
but not the date/tick-box.
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When you tap on the SORT button on any database scr een, you are presented with
this sort screen shown here. It is identical for ev ery
database screen, other than the column names.

This one was taken from the Inspection screen.

You have a drop down option for the columns for the  database
you are sorting. Simply tap on the column you need (you can’t
see the list of columns until you tap on the down a rrow shown
to the right) or scroll down using the scroll bar t o the right.

Next, select either ASCENDING or DECENDING to sort in
alphabetical order or vice-versa.

Finally tap SORT to sort your records. The 
data Is sorted in the $table %as shown in the
small screen shot. You can also sort by 
tapping on the column title in the $table %
of records.
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In a lot of cases, you can enter data simply by tap ping on it or selecting from a menu.

In some cases, you have to enter data from the keyb oard
tapping on the keys etc. Normally the keyboard pops  up at 
the bottom of the screen. In some cases, this would  $hide %
the area you need to enter. For this reason, we hav e provided
a $move keyboard %command shortened to $MK%.

If you tap on MK the screen will move up the screen  to the
middle. Tap again, it will go to the top. This ensu re that
you can always $see%the field you are entering data into.

Wherever possible we have designed the system so th at
data is entered by menu or tick-box etc, but inevit ably you
will need to use the keyboard.
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Tapping on $Tech Manuals %on the main menu brings you
to this screen.

It simply lists a number of official manuals provid ed to
us by APHA. Tapping any one of these will launch
the document in a PDF viewer, where you can scroll
around, zoom in/out etc.

This list can be enhanced if you know of any docume nts
that need to be available to Inspectors.
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On any screen where you need to enter data, you wil l
have a SAVE button as shown, for example, on this S hips
screen.

When you tap save, the system first checks to see i f you
have completed all � andatory fields. This is to ensure
the accuracy / integrity of the data. 

APHA have decided what the mandatory fields are for  
each screen, but if you have any suggestions please  
forward them on.

If there are any mandatory fields that are not comp leted
you will be provided with a list of them on screen.  When 
you acknowledge this, the system takes you to the f irst
Mandatory field that you have not completed, to sav e 
you time.
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On any screen where you need to enter data, you wil l
have a CANCEL button as shown, for example, on this  
ships screen.

When you tap CANCEL the system asks you to confirm 
you want to abort any changes you have made If you tap
Yes the system will return to the screen it came fr om, 
i.e. a list of records, e.g. Ships or whatever you were in at 
the time.

If you say NO then you simply carry on entering dat a.
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On every screen you have a HELP 
option, normally the last item on the 
list of buttons at the bottom of the 
screen.

This will provide a list of options 
about more information on each 
subject, which, when tapped will 
launch a help screen of information 
relevant to that option.

Here you see the help options on the 
questions section of the Inspection 
screen, and the general inspections 
help screen but the help options will 
be relevant  to what you are doing at 
the time.

We intend on a future version to have 
USER help screens so you can enter 
your own help information in your 
owns words. This is in addition to the 
main system help.
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In some areas where you need to enter data on each 
screen, such as this example of a question for the 
Inspection, you have options to go to the first, pr evious,
next and last screens.

In this case, there are 16 screens of questions so 
navigating around with them using these 4 buttons m akes 
it easier and faster to get to where you want.
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Options can be set for various features such as aut o-save settings, port name etc. Auto-
save recovers data should you lose power to your de vice. You can also check for 
internet connections and download new versions of t he program from the web 
automatically.
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Options can be set to enter/edit unlimited Places o f Inspection and Inspecting Officers.
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You can enter 
notes about the 
inspection site or 
the inspecting 
officer.
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The central SIMS database is held on the web at www .apha-sims.com and therefore 
can be accessed anywhere in the world.

From here you can:                                              (By View we mean View/Print/Email)

1. View inspections completed anywhere in UK or Worl dwide
2. View management reports, listings and other print  outs
3. Search for any inspection by your criteria, by sh ip, port or whatever.
4. View a Ships $Traffic Light %system as to how urgently an inspection is required  

so you can decide if you need to inspect at your po rt.
5. View ship histories of inspections, ship details etc
6. A full support service is included on the Web Sit e, re SIMS Manual, How Do I 

sheets, screen shots of the PDA, email to support e tc.
7. View Agent/Owners/Ports details
8. An automatic email/SMS text service to advise por ts, agents and owners of 

inspections, problems etc. on board ship.

Plus more stuff to help and assist users to obtain the information they need.

As of time of writing (10 th July 2008) the site is not quite finished, we will announce
the $go live %date as soon as possible.

We welcome any suggestions you have to improve the web site
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Click below to launch Web SIte
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When the UK system is up and running and working pe rfectly, we intend to market 
the system to ports around the world in order to ge t a truly global web-based 
Shipping Information/Inspection Management System. 

We are hoping to provide different types of Inspect ions such as FSA hygiene 
inspection, EPA pollution inspection, DEFRA interna tional catering waste regime, 
Health Act 2006, No smoking regime stats, Civil Con tingency Act 2004 resilience 
requirements etc. 

We can only do this with the help and support of YOU  the user, so we 
welcome any comments/suggestions  you may have!
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